




The University of Akureyri was founded in 1987 and with its arrival began a new chapter in 
higher education in Iceland. The university has been constantly developing and evolving for 
almost a quarter of a century and its foundations are strong. It provides a progressive but stable 
environment for students and teachers alike. Students and staff are active participants in the 
daily operation of the university. Representatives of both groups have seats on almost all the 
councils and committees of the university, and the central management is in regular contact 
with student and staff organizations to discuss their various issues. 

The University of Akureyri and its employees consider it their aim to create a place where 
students can feel comfortable, a personal environment which fosters creativity. Teaching usually 
takes place in relatively small groups, providing a good learning experience. We make sure that 
students have good access to their teachers, so that they can work together to facilitate the 
students’ education and solve potential problems. Feedback from graduates is a testimony to 
the quality of a university’s work. Graduates of the University of Akureyri speak of it positively 
and are happy with the education and experience they have acquired.

Akureyri is a university town where students have a role to play in the town life. Distances are 
small and local services are therefore always nearby. The University of Akureyri is located on an 
attractive campus in the heart of the town. Buses are free of charge, interest and participation in 
sports is high and sports facilities are good. Winter sports facilities are first class with a skating 
rink and a skiing area just a few minutes’ drive away. Cultural life is thriving, in particular theatre, 
concerts, and other creative arts. Student accommodation is located in three areas in Akureyri 
and students also rent private flats in various parts of the town. 

Choosing a university is an important decision in every student‘s life, and the University of 
Akureyri offers its students a unique opportunity to be active participants in the creation of 
knowledge in a number of different areas.

 
RECTOR’S ADDRESS 

Stefán B. Sigurðsson, Rector

3



THE UNIVERSITY OF AKUREYRI
The University of Akureyri (Háskólinn á Akureyri) is located in North Iceland and has served 
Akureyri and its rural surroundings since 1987. The university has built a reputation for academic 
excellence and good industrial relations. It is an international research university which offers 
many programmes both in undergraduate and postgraduate studies. Located in the biggest 
town in of north Iceland, Akureyri, the university has been instrumental in the area’s economic 
growth and is central to it’s future planning as a knowledge-based society. 

The university is divided into three schools; School of Business and Science, School of Health 
Sciences and School of Humanities and Social Sciences. The number of students is around 1500 
and members of staff are around 180.

Programme Degree ECTS
Biotechnology Studies B.Sc. 180 ECTS

Business Administration B.Sc. 180 ECTS

Fisheries Science B.Sc. 180 ECTS

Law B.A. 180 ECTS

Media Studies B.A. 180 ECTS

Modern Studies B.A. 180 ECTS

Natural Resource Sciences Diploma 180 ECTS

Nursing B.Sc. 240 ECTS

Occupational Therapy B.Sc. 240 ECTS

Pre-school Education B.Ed. 180 ECTS

Primary and Lower Secondary Education B.Ed. 180 ECTS

Psychology B.A. 180 ECTS

Social Studies B.A. 180 ECTS

Undergraduate Degree and Diploma Programmes

Programme Degree ECTS
Business Administration M.Sc. 120 ECTS

Certificate of Education 60/120 ECTS

Master of Education M.Ed. / M.A. 120 ECTS

Dipl.Ed. in Education Diploma 60 ECTS

Health Sciences M.Sc. 120 ECTS

Health Sciences Diploma 60 ECTS

Natural Resource Sciences M.Sc. 120 ECTS

Law M.L. 120 ECTS

Polar Law Diploma 60 ECTS

Polar Law LL.M./M.A. 120 ECTS

Graduate Degree and Postgraduate Diploma Programmes
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An Internationally  
recognized institution
The University of Akureyri (UNAK) is a scientific and academic institute that conducts teaching 
and research in the academic disciplines of its schools. It is the largest university outside the 
capital, with strong ties to industries and various institutions in society. 

▶▶ 	UNAK offers a varied selection of study programmes leading to the first university degree, 
together with advanced studies in a few disciplines. 

▶▶ 	UNAK offers students first rate service through its supportive services, e.g. a library, a 
computer user service, a computer and media centre, study counselling and international  
activities. 

▶▶ UNAK offers very favourable conditions for its students in the form of new housing for  
teaching, well equipped computer centres and good facilities in reading rooms. 

▶▶ UNAK is a progressive university in the use of information technology and the development 
of teaching methods, e.g. distance learning. 

▶▶ UNAK emphasises personal service. Students receive individual instruction and they are 
encouraged to conduct their own research and cooperative projects. 

▶▶ Computer ownership of students is widespread and Internet access is available through the 
wireless network connection of the university. 

▶▶ FÉSTA (www.festaha.is/english.html) operates well appointed student housing and all 
students are entitled to apply for accommodation there.

The values of the  
University of AkureyrI:
Freedom:	 At the University of Akureyri, academic staff and students enjoy the
 	 freedom to seek knowledge and express their convictions in a  
	 responsible and dignified manner. Communication is open and honest. 

Trust:	 The students of the University of Akureyri can be certain that they will 		
		  obtain a sound education. The public, industry and the authorities can 		
		  remain confident that the university will meet the tasks facing it with critical 
 		  judgement and be guided by the ideal of promoting the communal good. 

Progress:	 The local atmosphere at the University of Akureyri is characterised by a 		
		  broad-minded selection of academic pursuits and a willingness to seek 		
		  innovative ways of development.

Equal
opportunities: 	 In its operation, the University of Akureyri makes a special effort to ensure 	
		  that students and staff succeed in their studies and work.

“I really appreciated the precious chance 
of exchanging in University of Akureyri. The 
school’s staff, teachers and students are 
friendly and encouraging. The time I was 
staying in Akureyri is the most fantastic in 
my life. I will never forget the breathtaking 
landscape in Iceland. I truly wish to have 
chances to be back to Iceland!”

Luo Nan
China
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ICELAND, WHERE THE SKY  
MEETS THE OCEAN
The first permanent settlers in Iceland were Norsemen from Scandinavia, arriving in the late 9th 
century, and Celts from the British Isles. The language of Iceland was Old Norse from the outset, 
but there are traces of Celtic influence in some of the Eddaic poems, in names of persons and 
places, and even in the appearance of present-day Icelanders.

Iceland, the second largest island in the North-Atlantic Ocean, is Europe’s westernmost country 
with a land area of 103,000 km², about the same size as Ireland or the State of Virginia. 
The official language in Iceland is Icelandic, English is however well known by the natives so 
foreigners shouldn’t have a problem communicating.

In environmental terms, Iceland is unique. The interior of the country contains stunning contrasts. 
It is largely an arctic desert, punctuated with mountains, glaciers, volcanoes and waterfalls. 
Most of the vegetation and agricultural areas are in the lowlands close to the coastline.

There are seven universities in Iceland. The Icelandic system of research and development is 
a multilevel system with a de-centralized decision-making structure. It has a number of full-
fledged research institutions, essential funds and a strong force of well-trained scientists, and 
covers all major fields in science and technology.

There is freedom of religion in Iceland but the established church is the State Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. There are many other Lutheran churches in Iceland, Roman Catholic churches 
in Reykjavik and Akureyri, and a number of churches for other religious congregations. 
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THE town OF AKUREYRI
Akureyri is located in Northern Iceland, standing in the embrace of tall mountains at the head 
of Iceland’s longest fjord, Eyjafjordur. The town is only about 60 km south of the Arctic Circle, 
yet summer temperatures can reach 25°C. Winters provide the opportunity to experience heavy 
snowfalls and the cold days interspersed with calm and still weather.
 
Akureyri has had a considerable influence on the development of Northern Iceland. Despite the 
geographical isolation there has always been contact with the outside world through trade and 
export, chiefly of seafood products. 

Eyjafjörður was first settled by Helgi the Lean and his wife Þorunn around the year 890 A.D. 
Trade began in Akureyri in the 16th century, but it was not until 1760 that merchants began 
living there year round. In 1862 Akureyri was granted its municipal charter; its population was 
then around 300.

Akureyri now has about 18,000 inhabitants, making it the largest community outside the 
Reykjavik area. As the centre of trade and services in Northern Iceland, Akureyri has a varied 
and vibrant economic life. Its facilities for conferences and meetings are among the best in 
Iceland. The opening of the University of Akureyri in 1987 ushered in the town’s role as a centre 
of learning.

Sports and leisure activities abound. The swimming pools are excellent and geothermally 
heated. There are several gyms, golf courses, sports grounds, and the skiing area is the best 
in the country. Akureyri is truly a winter sports enthusiast’s paradise. The town boasts an 
excellent skating rink, superb cross-country skiing trails through an ever-changing landscape, 
and fantastic slopes for slalom skiers and snowboarders. Several national and international 
skiing competitions are held there over the winter.
 
The town’s verdant surroundings have earned Akureyri the name the Green Town. Within the 
town limits the forested area Kjarnaskógur is a popular recreational area both in summer and 
winter. The area offers a number of walking and cross-country skiing trails. The Botanical Garden 
is the most northerly one of its kind in the world, with a great number of plants and flowers. This 
is a particularly popular attraction for tourists. And please note; in Akureyri public transportation 
is free and there are no parking meters!

Akureyri lies within easy reach of the waterfalls Goðafoss and Dettifoss, and the islands Hrísey 
and Grímsey, the latter bisected by the Arctic Circle. There is a wide range of accommodation 
available in Akureyri and the surrounding area. Akureyri offers everything a small city has to offer 
but still manages to retain its small town appeal.

“I enjoyed the time I spent here very 
much. I really think I could not have 
chosen a better university for the 
exchange. Akureyri is a beautiful ‘proper-
sized’ town with everything you need.
The University of Akureyri is very modern 
and well equipped. I especially liked the 
approach of the teachers who were very 
helpful all the time.”

Ivana Bezakóva
Slovakia, 

student of Business 
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RESEARCH AT THE  
UNIVERSITY OF AKUREYRI 
Research is one of the fundamental aspects of the University of Akureyri. Faculty and students 
are engaged in both basic and applied research. The focus is on research in UNAK’s selected 
fields of study and inter-disciplinary studies of the arctic. The objective is to consolidate the 
position of the University of Akureyri in relation to the business community and other collabora
tive partners in Iceland and abroad. The research work is mostly in the hands of a qualified and 
experienced academic staff but the administration is in the hands of RHA - UNAK’s Research 
and Development Centre (www.rha.is). RHA operates to promote research activities and to 
strengthen the practical cooperation with public and private enterprises. In addition there are 
four research institutions that cooperate with  UNAK:

FMSI - The Icelandic Tourism Research Centre 

School Development Centre of UNAK’s School of Education

HHA - The Institute of Health Science Research 

MHA - University of Akureyri Food Research Centre

ACCREDITATION
All academic programmes at the University of Akureyri are accredited by the Ministry of Edu
cation and Science. The accreditation is based on thorough reviews by three teams of inter
national experts who all recommended to the Ministry that the academic programmes of the 
university should unconditionally be accredited. Among other things, the accreditation report 
stated that the university leadership, staff and students share a high degree of motivation to 
advance UNAK as a strong university.

“Besides an amazing Icelandic landscape, 
I have had the opportunity to experience 
Icelandic educational system at UNAK. In 
comparison to other systems I’ve expe-
rienced, UNAK stands out with the most 
professional passing of knowledge through 
high interaction of students. The informality 
and the absence of bureaucracy were huge 
positive surprises and very-easy-to-get-
used-to practices.”

Saša Skutnik
Slovenia
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SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES  
Polar Law
Polar Law describes the legal regimes applicable to the Arctic and Antarctica. Emphasis is 
placed upon relevant areas of public international law, such as environmental law; the law of 
the sea; questions of sovereignty and boundary disputes on land and sea; natural resources law; 
the rights of indigenous peoples in the North; self-government and good governance; and land 
and resource claims in polar regions.

Masters Programmes in Polar Law
The Masters Programmes at the University of Akureyri are the first of their kind in the world and 
will provide a unique focus on Polar Law. They are designed for both lawyers (leading to the LL.M. 
degree, 120 ECTS) and non-lawyers (leading to the M.A. degree, 120 ECTS), primarily as a mas-
ter’s level programme which prepares students for work in both the public and private sectors. 
All the Polar Law subjects are taught in English and applicants should have good command of 
written and spoken English. Exchange students from other universities (for instance, students 
enrolled at the University of the Arctic) and individuals working in related agencies or institutes 
may take individual courses in the Polar Law Programme. 
Such students will be individually assessed to determine whether they have sufficient prepara-
tion for the courses that they intend to take.

The Polar Law Programme offers a 60 ECTS study at the master level leading to a graduate 
diploma. The admission requirement for the graduate diploma is a previously completed B.A. 
degree in law (or a comparable law degree). More information about the Polar Law Programme 
can be found at: english.unak.is

“I am very happy that I had the oppor
tunity of coming to Iceland and meeting 
so many great persons! I am sure this 
was the best place I could have chosen 
for an exchange period! Akureyri is great: 
the university, the people, the town! Even 
if I am home, a part of me is still there 
and I will definitely come back at some 
point! Keep up the good work!”

Lavinia Muntenus
Romania
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“The University of Akureyri makes you 
feel welcome and participating straight 
away. The town itself is an extremely 
friendly and cosy place. The location, 
next to a fjord with huge mountains on 
each side, is breathtakingly beautiful. I 
liked the town and the university so much 
that I decided to come back for an extra 
term, even though it wasn’t planned in 
my curriculum.”

Susanne Petersson
Sweden, 

student of International Relations

COURSES FOR FOREIGN STUDENTS 
Icelandic is the language of instruction in most of the courses, but all the courses in the 
Polar Law programme are taught in English. In the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
a certain number of courses are offered in English as well. Some faculties and departments 
allow international students to register for Icelandic courses and take their examinations in 
English during the exchange. This is, however, always subject to the approval of each faculty 
and individual instructor. To view the overall curriculum and course catalogue please see:  
http://english.unak.is/education/page/Curriculum

The International Office offers three specially designed courses for international exchange  
students. Two are offered each semester. These courses are outlined below.

Icelandic as a Foreign Language, (6 ECTS)
The principal aim of this course is to give the student a comprehensive insight into the Icelandic 
language, its uniqueness and characteristics. Emphasis will be placed on understanding written 
and spoken language by means of conversations and simple texts. The course will, among 
other things, involve strolls around the university neighbourhood where names of streets and 
local traits will be discussed and their meaning analyzed. Those “field trips” give the students a 
chance to become acquainted with the town, while practising and improving their Icelandic at 
the same time. In general, emphasis will be placed on day to day usage of the language, such 
as communication in shops, the reading of newspapers, adverts and so on. Some basic grammar 
will be covered. Last but not least, students will be encouraged to ask for guidance regarding 
language barriers they experience in their everyday use of the Icelandic language.

Icelandic Nature and Geology, (6 ECTS)
The aim of this course is to give students an insight into the diverse nature of Iceland. This 
course is largely provided in cooperation with the Faculty of Education and the Faculty of Natural 
Resource Sciences. The course involves lectures on subjects such as Icelandic Geology, Marine 
Science, Environmental Science etc. These lectures serve to prepare the students for field trips 
which involve for instance lava lakes, craters and boat trips out to sea. On these field trips, stu-
dents sample data from which they must hand in assignments and essays. The course grading 
is based on participation in field trips and results for assignments.

Community, History and Culture, (6 ECTS)
The aim of this course is to give the students an insight into Icelandic culture and history, from 
the days of settlement to our time. The course is divided into four main themes, all intercon-
nected. These are: Icelandic history, Icelandic community and economy, Literature, and Art and 
culture. Students will be given the opportunity to visit places of special historical or environmen-
tal significance in connection with their studies.

COURSES offered in english 
In the School of Humanities and Social Sciences a number of courses are offered in English. 
These courses are in the fields of Media, Law and Social and Economic Development. The courses 
offered each term may vary but below is a sample of the ones that have been taught in English.

In the School of Business and Science occasional courses are offered in English. 
For further information on courses in English offered this term in those two Schools, please 
contact the International Office at international@unak.is

Courses ECTS ECTS
Constitutional Theory 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Development Economics 6 ECTS Undergraduate

History, Development and Characteristics of Continental Law 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Modern Studies Seminar I 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Modern Studies Seminar II 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Roman Law 6 ECTS Undergraduate

The concept of modernity 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Theory of Rights 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Writing and Critical Thinking 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Deconstructing the 20th Century 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Development Cooperation and Development NGOs 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Economic Analysis 6 ECTS Undergraduate

History, Development and Characteristics of the Common Law 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Human Rights Law 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Introduction to Criminal Law and Property Law 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Introduction to the Circumpolar World 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Legal Theory 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Media Critique II 6 ECTS Undergraduate

Courses taught in English

“I was looking for creativity over drilling, 
for friendliness over tensity, and mainly for 
nature over crowded metropolitan areas. 
Guess where I found it?”

Pavel Kříž
Czech Republic
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INTERNATIONALIZATION  
AND PROGRAMMES FOR  
FOREIGN STUDENTS 
The University of Akureyri is a young and dynamic university that is looking towards the future 
in its development of education and research. Foreign students will experience a friendly and 
personalized university located in the heart of the friendly town of Akureyri. 

The Office of International Programmes at the University of Akureyri is a central body in the 
promotion of international cooperation. It figures prominently in organizing international con-
ferences, student and faculty exchanges, as well as international research projects. A growing 
number of students use the university’s network of international partners for exchanges and 
further studies. Currently, the university has close to 200 international partners in Europe, Asia, 
and North and Central America.

How to apply for admission
Foreign students at the University of Akureyri include both exchange students and those seeking 
a degree.
An exchange student is a student who comes to Akureyri through an exchange programme 
such as Nordplus, Erasmus, North2North, or through a bilateral agreement between the  
University of Akureyri and the student’s home institution. Exchange students must apply through 
the International Office in their home university and then submit the application form for non-
degree students. Application materials are available on our International Office web page  
www.unak.is/english. Inquiries should be directed to the International Officer at the University 
of Akureyri, international@unak.is. The International Office guarantees housing for all exchange 
students who are accepted into the University of Akureyri.

Foreign degree-seeking students apply for the study programmes offered by the University 
of Akureyri just like Icelandic students. Students need to demonstrate knowledge of the 
language of instruction, which is either Icelandic or English depending on the programme. 
Foreign degree-seeking students submit the application form for degree-seeking students, 
available on the web at www.unak.is. The International Office offers assistance but does not 
guarantee housing for foreign regular students. Students can apply for a room at the Student 
Housing (FÉSTA, www.festaha.is/english.html) of the University on an equal basis with 
Icelandic students.

Student life in Akureyri
The student life in Akureyri is an active one. Cafés, restaurants, nightclubs, a ski resort and 
a skating rink are just a few of the popular student hangouts. The Student Union FSHA  
(fsha@fsha.is) represents students’ interests in social and academic affairs. All students are 
automatically members of the Union. The primary objective of the Union is to protect the 
interests of the students both within and outside it. The Union simultaneously operates various 
committees and councils to strengthen union activities and cooperation with student unions in 
other universities.

“I liked my stay in Iceland very much. 
Erasmus gave me the possibility not only 
to visit the country and to study there 
but also to get to know the local people, 
culture and Icelandic way of life. The uni-
versity is very well equipped, lectures are 
interactive. I liked mostly the attitude of 
the teachers. They really want to give 
you the best and they act as partners.”

Katarína Kaločajová
Slovakia
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Buddy System
To ensure a smooth integration to the Icelandic way of student life, UNAK has a buddy system 
arrangement. This means that when you are accepted to the university, you will be assigned 
a buddy. All of our buddies are students at UNAK who have volunteered to help international  
students adapt during the first few weeks of their stay. Your buddy will, amongst other things: 

•	 Meet you at the bus terminal or airport and take you to your accommodation
•	 Show you around the school premises
•	 Show you around the town centre
•	 Show you where it is most practical to do your shopping
•	 Teach you how to use the bus system

Furthermore, if you have any questions do not hesitate to send your buddy an e-mail, as our 
buddies are quite happy to assist you in any way they can. The extent of the relationship beyond 
this depends on how well the students get along. We try our best to provide all students with 
a buddy. As your buddy is a student at UNAK, he/she will be able to give you practical hints on 
student life in Akureyri, so we encourage all of our international students to use this opportunity 
to the fullest.

ECTS CREDITS AND  
ACADEMIC STRUCTURE
Icelandic university degrees correspond to Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctoral/PhD degrees. All 
the schools at the University of Akureyri offer Bachelor’s degrees, as well as Master’s degrees. 
The University of Akureyri uses the ECTS credit system. ECTS credits indicate the values allo-
cated to the course units to describe the student workload required to complete them. They 
express a relative value, where 60 credits represent the workload of a year of study, usually 30 
credits for each of two semesters. Course descriptions and their ECTS credit values are provided 
on our web page (www.unak.is/english). 

The grading scale at the University of Akureyri ranges from 0-10. All schools and faculties require 
a minimum of 5.0 in each subject to pass.

“I couldn’t have found a better place than 
Akureyri to experience my Erasmus. The 
university is modern both in structure and 
teaching methods and the staff is very 
helpful to international students. Moreover, 
Icelandic students do their best to make 
you have fun there.”

Matteo Barbieri
Italy, 

student of Law
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Project Manager of  
International Relations 

Rúnar Gunnarsson
International Office 
University of Akureyri 
Nordurslod, 
600 Akureyri 
Iceland

Tel:	 +354-460-8035
Fax:	 +354-460-8999
e-mail:	 international@unak.is
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Biotechnology Studies
Business Administration 
Certificate of Education
Educational Theory and Practice 
Environmental and Energy Sciences
Fisheries Science 
Health Sciences 
Law 
Media Studies
Modern Studies 
Natural Resource Sciences
Nursing 
Occupational Therapy
Pre-school Education 
Polar Law 
Primary and Lower Secondary Education
Psychology 
Social and Economic Development 
Social Studies

University of Akureyri
Solborg, Nordurslod 2
600 Akureyri · Iceland
Tel: +354 460 8000
E-mail: unak@unak.is

www.unak.is/english

University
of Akureyri

iceland


